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HILTON ADELAIDE EXECUTIVE CHEF NAMED CHEF OF THE YE AR  

2008 Restaurant and Catering Association (SA) Awards for Excellence 

 
 
Adelaide, Australia, 29 July 2008 – Hilton Adelaide  congratulates Executive Chef Simon Bryant 

on winning ‘Chef of the Year’ at the 2008 Restauran t and Catering Association Awards for 

Excellence. 

 

Simon Bryant was acknowledged at last night’s awards in front of more than 1000 of his peers and 

judging insiders commented that his win was not only a credit to his cooking but contributed to by his 

big picture approach to his profession, including community involvement, charity work, personal and 

team professional development at the Hilton Adelaide. 

 

Also taking out an award was The Grange Restaurant Manager, Jai Leighton, who was awarded best 

employee.  Jai, at only 22 and a stand out young professional could not attend the awards, instead 

enjoying the prize from his 2007 Lexus Young Waiter of the Year win, traveling and undertaking work 

experience at some of Europe’s leading restaurants and wineries. 

 

Simon, attending the awards after a day filming on the set of the popular ABC series, The Cook and 

the Chef, with co-star Maggie Beer, was thrilled by the win and attributed it to the great opportunities 

that the support of an international hotel chain and a media profile offers, ‘It’s great to have the 

opportunity to use my profile to communicate issues that are important to me and the restaurant 

industry as a whole, like the effect of climate change on our local farmers, the ethical production of 

food, teaching the young to enjoy healthy food and inspiring our youth to join the industry.’ Bryant said.   
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Simon Bryant, Executive Chef 

 
 
 
 

Jai Leighton, Manager, The Grange Restaurant 
 
 
 
Hilton Hotels Australasia  
 
Hilton Hotels has 9 properties in Australasia including the Hilton Sydney, Hilton Melbourne Airport, Hilton 
on the Park Melbourne, Hilton Adelaide, Parmelia Hilton Perth, Hilton Brisbane, Hilton Cairns, Hilton 
Auckland and the Fiji Beach Resort and Spa, managed by Hilton. 
 
Hilton Hotels has announced management contracts have been signed to operate the Hilton Rarotonga, 
the Hilton Surfers Paradise Hotel and Residences and the Hilton Melbourne Convention Hotel which are 
in the early phases of development. 
 
 
About Hilton Hotels & Resorts  
 
With more than 500 hotels and resorts on six continents, Hilton continues to be an innovative leader in 
the full-service hospitality segment and one of the most recognized global names in the industry. Hilton’s 
belief that Travel Should Take You Places® celebrates a commitment to the guest experience and to the 
idea that travel can and should be transformative. Hilton’s variety of services, amenities and programs are 
designed to give guests more choice and control over their stays so they can be at their best, 24/7 
whether they travel for business or leisure. Each unique Hilton hotel and resort was designed to reflect 
the sense of place of its location; each team member chosen to reflect the local culture and community.  
Start your journey at www.hilton.com available in English, Spanish and French. 
 
 
For further information, please contact : 
 
Rachael Oates 
Marketing Communications Manager 
Hilton Adelaide 
Tel: +61 8 8237 0729 / 0419 823 993 
email: rachael.oates@hilton.com 
 
 
 

 
 


